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Dear Parents,

     At this time of the year, I look back at some of its highlights.  Your child, the other students, and our Catechists have shared prayer, Scripture reflections, and other activities that helped them learn about Jesus, Scriptures, our Church, the sacraments, and the liturgical year.  I could say that the “end result” is that their faith is stronger.
     But I won’t say that – not because their faith is not stronger but because there is no “end result.”  Every day brings us learning opportunities.  During the months ahead, you and your child may not study a textbook, but you will have countless opportunities to live the teachings of Jesus about love, compassion, forgiveness, generosity, and justice – and in that way learn more about our faith.  My prayer during the months ahead is that we learn something new about our faith every day, not in a textbook but in living with love the teachings of Jesus.

     As we close this year I want to thank each and every one of you for making sure that your child is here every Sunday.  I know that it’s not easy and that it would be so easy to sleep in but still your faith brings you here.
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April 13th 
Class

April 16th 
First Communion Practice


7:00 pm – Church

April 18th
First Communion Retreat


St. Joseph School (Kelly Hall)



8:20 am – 3 pm

April 19th
First Communion 



11:30 am – Church

April 20th 
PSR Closing


9:30 am Mass – Church


Concluding in Memorial Hall 
May 5th 
May Crowning 



7:00 pm - Church
Happy Birthday
April



June
10th
Taylor P

2nd 
Marley S

17th
Matthew K

10th
Paige G

19th
Gus H


13th
Damian N

24th
Rhiannon R

17th
Jacob S

26th
TJ F


26th
Brennan M
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May 
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Kamryn H

5th
Cameron B
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Abigail T
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Brady H

8th
Allison W

12th
Dylan H

14th
Dori R

27th
Anne K

28th
Jessica A

30th
Kaitlin P

     This is the prime years where a young child is yearning to absorb all that they can about their faith.  I just want to share of few stats for this year:  71% of our students missed 3 classes or less.  We had 13% of our students miss more than 5 days and that is too high.  The grades that had really good attendance this year were the 2nd grade – 90%, 6th grade – 90%, and finally 5th grade with 93%.  This is where we need to be across the board – just think of it as a practice or game.  We are here to play on Christ’s team and the question will be – how well did you prepare – every class counts and if you miss one you miss a lot.  For those 59 students that missed 3 or less I want to commend you and your families for your dedication to our God and faith.

     Thank you again for another great year and may God bless you and your family this summer.  Remember that the school session may have ended but your child will continue to learn about their faith everyday in the way they see others around them live out their Catholic faith.


Disciple of Christ,



Steven M. Fischer



Coordinator of Religious Education
What is a Catechist? 

Who is the Catechist?

Catechists are those who are called to serve through teaching, witness, prayer, service and building community. Catechists minister to adults, youth and children in a variety of locations and programs: parish faith formation & religious education programs, youth ministry programs, sacramental preparation, RCIA, family programs, Scripture study, and more. Through word and example, catechists teach the Catholic faith and proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Catechists have a vocation...a calling from the Lord rooted in Baptism to carry out His mandate to teach the Gospel. The General Directory for Catechesis tells us that "The Church awakens and discerns this divine vocation and confers the mission to catechize. The Lord Jesus invites men and women, in a special way, to follow him, teacher and formator of disciples." (GDC 231)

The call and response to become a catechist is recognized in the local Church by the bishop. The response to this call includes willingness to give one's time and talent, not only to catechizing others, but to one's own growth and understanding of the faith. The call to this ministry often comes through the pastor, catechetical leader, youth minister, pastoral associate, or another catechist.

Catechists must possess and exhibit qualities or characteristics necessary to give credible witness to the Gospel. A catechist must: be a model of Catholic Christian faith and lifestyle; participate in the spiritual, theological, and methodological training and formation provided by the Diocese of Covington; know and abide by the parish and/or diocesan guidelines and policies promoting effective catechesis; and give sufficient preparation time for the catechetical task.

If you are interested or know of someone interested in becoming a Catechist for the PSR program please contact Sr. Julaine at 441-5110 we are need of catechists for 6th and 7th grade.
 

Wisdom


Understanding

Knowledge


Counsel

Fortitude


Piety



        Fear of the Lord

Just as our bodies and minds grow, Catholics believe that our souls need to grow in the life of grace. Just as the human body must grow in childhood, adolescence, and then adulthood, the human soul needs to grow into maturity. Catholics believe that the Sacrament of Confirmation is the supernatural equivalent of the growth process on the natural level. It builds on what was begun in Baptism and what was nourished in the Holy Eucharist. It completes the process of initiation into the Christian community, and it matures the soul for the work ahead. 

Confirmation means accepting responsibility for your faith and your destiny. The focus is on the Holy Spirit, who confirmed the apostles on Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4) and gave them courage to practice their faith. Catholics believe that the same Holy Spirit confirms Catholics during the Sacrament of Confirmation and gives them the same gifts and fruits.

On April 2nd the following were confirmed in the faith from our program:

Erin H


Brennan M

Kaitlin P

Emily R

Stephanie R

May God continue to bless you as you find your call with in our church and remember that confirmation is not the end but just the beginning! It is from here that you are able to be full members of the church and that you can be a true steward of your faith.  The Holy Spirit is on fire with in you and now it is up to you to become true Disciples of Christ.  We will continue to pray for you as your take this new journey in your Catholic faith.

Brief History of Coronation 
     Since the Council of Nicea in 787, the Church has often asserted that it is lawful to venerate images of Christ, Mary and the saints. This is an ancient practice of the Christian churches in both the East and in the West. As the official liturgical Order of Crowning an Image of the Blessed Virgin Mary [published in 1987 by the United States Catholic Conference] states: 

Coronation of Mary: Coronation is one form of reverence frequently shown to images of the Blessed Virgin Mary. ... It is especially from the end of the 16th century that in the West the practice became widespread for the faithful, both religious and laity, to crown images of the Blessed Virgin. The popes not only endorsed this devout custom but "on many occasions, either personally or through bishop-delegates, carried out the coronation of Marian images." 
[See Pius XII, Encyclical Ad Caeli Reginam, 11 Oct 1954] 

     In the 17th century a special rite was composed for the coronation of religious images of Jesus, Mary and the saints. In the 19th century a rite was written for crowning images of Mary. New rites were approved by the Congregation for the Sacraments and Divine Worship in Rome of 25 March 1981. The English translation was approved by the Administrative Committee of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops of the United States on 24 March 1987 and confirmed ad interim by the Apostolic see by decree of the Congregation for Divine Worship on 22 May 1987. The new Order of Crowning includes three types of coronation. 

Why put a crown on Mary's head? 
     The queen symbol was attributed to Mary because she is a perfect follower of Christ, who is the absolute 'crown' of creation. As the Order of Crowning states: 

She is the Mother of the Son of God, who is the messianic King. Mary is the Mother of Christ, the Word incarnate. ... "He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give him the throne of his father David; and he will reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there will be no end." [Luke 1:32-33] ... Elizabeth 
greeted the Blessed Virgin, pregnant with Jesus, as "the Mother of my Lord." [Luke 1:41-43] 

     She is the perfect follower of Christ. The maid of Nazareth consented to God's plan; she journeyed on the pilgrimage of faith; she listened to God's word and kept it in her heart; she remained steadfastly in close union with her Son, all the way to the foot of the cross; she persevered in prayer with the Church. Thus in an eminent way she won the "crown of righteousness," [See 2 Timothy 4:8] the "crown of life," [See James 1:12; Revelation 2:10] the "crown of glory" [See 1 Peter 5:4] that is promised to those who follow Christ. 

How is Mary crowned? 

     In the United States, a custom developed that grew in popularity prior to the Vatican II council. In parishes, at Marian shrines, and at grottos, someone was chosen to place a wreath of flowers on Mary's image. This ceremony usually took place in May and often in the context of a Benediction, a special Rosary celebration, and sometimes at the closing of Mass. The practice continues in many parishes throughout the United States. Many parishes have found innovative ways to express their reverence for the dignity of Mary, the Mother of God and of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

     The Order of Crowning, however, as mentioned here, is an official, liturgical act fittingly carried out by the diocesan bishop or delegate. It may take place at any time of the year, fittingly on solemnities and feasts of the Blessed Virgin Mary or on other festive days. As the Order of Crowning states, "....it should be noted that it is proper to crown only those images to which the faithful come with a confidence in the Mother of the Lord so strong that the images are of great renown and their sites centers of genuine liturgical cultus and of religious vitality. For a sufficient period before the celebration of the rite, the faithful should be instructed on its meaning and purely religious nature... The crown ... should be fashioned out of material of a kind that will symbolize the singular dignity of the Blessed Virgin." The instructions ask that the crown nevertheless be simple and avoid "opulence." 

     Mary's prayers for us and our intentions are requested. We rejoice with her that one day we may share her dignity when we ourselves may receive the "crown of glory." 

MAY CROWNING will be held Monday,       May 5th at 7:00 pm.  Please take time out of your busy schedules to make sure you and your family can attend this beautiful service.
Celebrating who we are

Such special meals celebrate who we are. They emphasize our connections with one another even beyond the boundaries of immediate family. A kindergartner can retell the story of the first Thanksgiving. Young children already know that Thanksgiving is not just for their families, but a celebration with many others.

For countless generations, the Jews have annually celebrated the beginnings of their national identity—their flight from Egypt and their adoption as God's people— with a feast at the family table: the seder or Passover meal. It remains a family meal, celebrated at home.

Jesus celebrated the Passover meal as he grew up in Nazareth. On the night before he died, he celebrated it with his adopted family, his closest followers. Departing from the familiar ritual, he broke the unleavened bread for them and passed a cup of wine, declaring this food his body and blood given for the life of the world. In this action, he gave us the Eucharist, the family meal that unites believers all around the world at one table.

The first Christians, still rooted in Judaism, went to synagogues to pray and hear God's word, but they celebrated Eucharist in homes with those who had become family through Jesus.

Changing family traditions

The family grew. It outgrew Jewish houses and Roman villas; it grew into public buildings— churches. Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist were still one celebration of welcome to newcomers of any age, as they are again today when the Rite of Christian Initiation is celebrated at the Easter Vigil. Babies born into Christian families were baptized at Easter with the other newcomers to faith, and given a sip of the consecrated wine. 
Family traditions change, even though slowly. As the Church grew, the sacraments of initiation became separate moments. Confirmation and Eucharist were gradually postponed until children, like adult catechumens, were schooled in the faith by lesson and by example. By the 10th century, the three sacraments of initiation had become separated. First communicants were 12 to 14 years old— nearly adults—until 1910, when Pope Pius X lowered the age for first reception to six or seven, "the age of reason." By then First Communion had become a "class" event.

Vestiges of earlier traditions still cling. Special occasions require special clothing, and first communicants dress up for the occasion. Wise parents keep the emphasis on the occasion, not the clothing! These children also dressed up for Baptism, putting on the white garment that represented the risen Christ living in them, as newly baptized adults do today. Heirloom christening dress or simple white cloth, the fundamental meaning is the same.

In some parishes, First Communion is still a class event—and fittingly so, for these youngsters have made the journey toward the Lord's table together; the class is a child's first faith community outside the family circle. More and more parishioners today see children receiving their First Communion with their families at a regular Sunday liturgy (also fittingly, for they first learned faith at home). Many parishes do both, scheduling a Eucharist for the whole class after each child has already received with family.

In the early Church, new members wore their white garments throughout the seven weeks of the Easter season, and the whole assembly took care to extend special attention to the newcomers. First communicants are still easy to spot. They're the kids in new finery. White garb is still the most popular for little girls, as it once was for their brothers. And these kids still merit special attention and congratulations from the rest of us.
Next Saturday please keep the following in your prayers as they receive their First Holy Communion.  What an exciting time to be able to receive the Lord for the first time and over the past few years they have truly learned a lot on the importance of the Eucharist and how it nourishes them spiritually bringing them closer to Christ.  Congratulations to the following:

Roby C
  Natalie H
  Brady H

Garrett H
  Allison M
  Summer M

Andy N
  Ashton P
  Rhiannon R

Seamus S
  Clarissa W
  Aimee W

Ansley T

Welcoming Children to the Lord’s Table

Suggestions for Parents

Keep the first in First Communion. Talk about the many future occasions when your child will take Communion with you. 

Stress the baptismal connection. Get out the scrapbook and recall your child's Baptism. Unpack the christening garment and tell its history: when and where you bought it, who else wore it. Attend the Easter Vigil with your child. 

Involve your child in the sacrifices you make. Let the youngster help you fix a meal for a neighbor in need, sort through toys and clothing for gifts to the poor, visit a nursing home, add pennies to a charitable donation. 

Explore the family of faith. Visit the parishes where grandparents and friends worship, the oldest chuch in town (learn its history), an ethnic parish, the diocesan cathedral. 

Put a little extra effort into family meals. Let your child decorate the table for an evening meal. Talk about special meals your family has shared. 
For the Rest of the Parish Family
Be attentive to the "high chair set." Get to know the children who set near you in church. show them that church is a place where people sing and are happy, where a little one is greeted with smiles. 

Watch for signs that a child is approaching First Communion, such as greater attentiveness at Mass. In your own way, welcome him, or her to the larger table. 

Notice when a child is wearing First Communion finery, using a new prayer book or joining the line for Communion. Express congratulations, your pleasure that the youngster is joining you for Communion.
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