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I wish for you a season full of love,   
Love of God & of family, 
Love of self & of country,
Love of friends and a love for life.
 
I wish for you a soul driven passion to follow your heart, to expand your thoughts,
To deepen your understandings,
To share of your caring spirit, 
To consider others before yourself
And to reflect & rejoice in your relation with God.
 
I wish for you a world of peace that begins in your heart and goes beyond the reaches of the universe.
 

I wish for the true spirit of the season that will last the whole year long.
 

Peace be with you & yours during this new years!
Disciple of Christ,



Steven M Fischer



Coordinator of Religious Education

Progress Reports ~

{Handed out at the Christmas Potluck}
This report endeavors to give you an evaluation of your child’s spiritual growth and general development.  It is a communication that brings home and school together.  True Christian maturity will be enhanced by cooperation of child, parent, and catechist.

We ask that you sign and return these ASAP.  Grades four through eight the student along with the parent should sign.

Please continue throughout the year to take part in what your child has learned in class.  If they don’t share ~ ask!  This only reinforces what is taught in class along with Mass as well.  After all it is a Holy Day of Obligation each Sunday to attend mass.  
PSR 4th Annual Drive for Be Concerned

 Sponsored by 3rd Grade
Happy New Year!
A special “Thank You” goes out to all of our PSR students and parents who participated in the Food Drive for the families involved with “Be Concerned”.  Your donations will truly benefit many needy families.  Helping others is a beautiful way to show our love of God and that of our neighbor. The 3rd grade PSR thanks all of you so much.

Robbie C.

Seamus S.


Natalie H.

Clarissa W.
Brady H.

Mrs. Vogel

Andy N.
THANK YOU!!
Our Second grader’s are still on their journey to receiving First Holy Communion and while on this path they will receive the Sacrament of First Reconciliation.  I would like to share a little info with you on this great sacrament of forgiveness.

Let the Children Come:

The Sacrament of Reconciliation and

Children

To Such Belongs the Kingdom
Jesus loved children. As a child himself, he was raised by Joseph and Mary in their home at Nazareth (cf. Mt 2:23).

Growing up among relative and townspeople, Jesus experienced the concerns and problems common to all children, such as sickness and death among family members.

Within this setting, Jesus “grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him” (Lk 2:40).

Jesus’ affection for children is clearly affirmed in the Gospels. When his disciples attempted to halt people from bringing children to Jesus for his blessing, he insisted: “let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs” (Mt 19:14). Jesus also demonstrated his solicitude for children by healing them and raising them from death. He restored life to Jairus’ daughter (cf. Mk 5:21-43; Mt 9:18-25; Lk 8:41-56) and the son of the widow of Nain (cf. Lk 7:11-17). He healed an epileptic boy and the demon-possessed daughter of a Greek woman (cf. Mt 15:21-28, 17:14-18; Mk 7:24-30; Lk 9:37-43).

His fundamental concern was always for the spiritual development of children. The greatest gift which God the Father can give to anyone, including children, is faith in his only begotten Son. Jesus declared that the Father reveals his Son to children more readily than to the learned and clever (cf.

Lk 10:21; Mt 11:25).
Recalling these examples of Jesus’ attention to children sets the proper context for helping children examine the conscience and preparing them for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. This sacrament allows Jesus to express his love for children today. Through it, he continues to influence their lives; he demonstrates his power to heal them, to free them from the bondage of sin, and raise them to new life. In turn, this sacrament allows children to come to know and love Jesus. For these reasons, Jesus still exhorts us: “Let the children come!”




Please pray for our Second Grader’s as they continue their journey with Christ.  Also continue to pray for our Confirmation Candidates as they too are on their path of becoming full members of the Catholic Church!
St. Francis de Sales

Feast day: January 24
Patron Saint of Journalists
b: 1567 d: 1622

Francis was destined by his father to be a lawyer so that the young man could eventually take his elder’s place as a senator from the province of Savoy in France. For this reason Francis was sent to Padua to study law. After receiving his doctorate, he returned home and, in due time, told his parents he wished to enter the priesthood. His father strongly opposed Francis in this, and only after much patient persuasiveness on the part of the gentle Francis did his father finally consent. Francis was ordained and elected provost of the Diocese of Geneva, then a center for Calvinists. Francis set out to convert them, especially in the district of Chablais. By preaching and distributing the little pamphlets he wrote to explain true Catholic doctrine, he had remarkable success. 

At 35 he became bishop of Geneva. While administering his diocese he continued to preach, hear confessions and catechize the children. His gentle character was a great asset in winning souls. He practiced his own axiom, “A spoonful of honey attracts more flies than a barrelful of vinegar.” 

Besides his two well-known books, the Introduction to the Devout Life and A Treatise on the Love of God, he wrote many pamphlets and carried on a vast correspondence. For his writings, he has been named patron of the Catholic Press. His writings, filled with his characteristic gentle spirit, are addressed to lay people. He wants to make them understand that they too are called to be saints. As he wrote in The Introduction to the Devout Life: “It is an error, or rather a heresy, to say devotion is incompatible with the life of a soldier, a tradesman, a prince, or a married woman.... It has happened that many have lost perfection in the desert who had preserved it in the world. ” 

In spite of his busy and comparatively short life, he had time to collaborate with another saint, Jane Frances de Chantal, in the work of establishing the Sisters of the Visitation. These women were to practice the virtues exemplified in Mary’s visit to Elizabeth: humility, piety and mutual charity. They at first engaged to a limited degree in works of mercy for the poor and the sick. Today, while some communities conduct schools, others live a strictly contemplative life. 

Catholic saints are holy people and human people who lived extraordinary lives. Each saint the Church honors responded to God's invitation to use his or her unique gifts. God calls each one of us to be a saint.
http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/SaintOfDay/default.asp?id=1270
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January Newsletter


St. Joseph Parish School of Religion





Important Dates to Remember





January 4	9:30 Mass 


	Christmas Brunch Potluck (MH)





January 11	Class





January 15	First Reconciliation Celebration


	7:00 pm Church (2nd Grade)





January 18	Class





January 25	Class





February 1	Class




















