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Well it is hard to believe that November is here and a lot is happening in the PSR program.  The Second and Fifth graders received their bibles on November 3rd.  Our pope said it best in one of his homilies, “He who does not know Scripture does not know the power and wisdom of God. Ignorance of Scripture, is ignorance of Christ.”  “Only the Word of God can deeply change the heart of man, and it is thus important that individual believers and communities increasingly acquaint themselves with it.” 

 As parents/guardians of course we are the primary educators of the faith and it is not only what we say but do.  We must walk the faith and not just talk about it.  So I encourage you to bring your children closer to God by reading scripture as a family – not just listening to it during Sunday Mass.  Our program is one day a week but we live our faith everyday of our lives.
Talking about faith – our Confirmandi’s (8th Grader’s) is being offered the opportunity to choose to participate in the sacrament of Confirmation and its preparation.  God’s love and Holy Spirit are always freely given, but need to be freely accepted by us.  The choice is ours to let God into our lives.  So, too, our young people need to want this opportunity that the Church offers them.  The enrollment ceremony will take place at the 9:30 am Mass on Sunday, November 9th.  So please keep them, their parents and sponsors in your prayers as they continue their faith journey.
As our theme goes – We are Companions on the Journey – and as companions we live our faith and pray that we will come closer to God.  He loved us so much that He gave His only begotten Son.  Of course Jesus loved us so much that He spread His arms out and died for us.  There is no greater love than that and that is why we are called to serve others.  That is why we are Catholic and why we chose to pass on the faith because we believe – AMEN!!!



Disciple of Christ,



Steven M Fischer



Coordinator of Religious Education
[image: image9.png]



PSR 4th Annual Drive for Be Concerned

 Sponsored by 3rd Grade

Story: Since 1968 when it began as the Christmas Store, Be Concerned has helped low-income families celebrate Christmas and maintain economic stability throughout the year.

Until 1988, Be Concerned was an all-volunteer organization.  Even today, volunteers provide most of the day-to-day service. As a result, Be Concerned operates on one third the budget it would need with a fully paid staff.

Be Concerned’s programs are supplemental and ongoing in nature so customers can minimize the need for emergency assistance.

Those who qualify for Be Concerned’s programs personally choose what they receive.  

Mission:  Be Concerned is deeply committed to honoring the dignity and humanity of all persons.

Its purpose is to assist low-income people of Northern Kentucky in obtaining basic necessities for life.
Our third grade class once again is sponsoring the annual drive for Be Concerned.  This is our opportunity to be followers of Jesus and to do that we need to serve. 
We are asking for non-perishable items such as can goods, cereal, personal hygiene, etc…. All of which we take for granted and many go without.  We ask that you bring these items in on Sunday November 9th and November 16th.  Thank you again for your support in this service!

 “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.”

Galatians 6:9-10

Catholic Thanksgiving Traditions
 When the fourth Thursday in November rolls around, most Americans look forward to gathering with members of their extended family to share a traditional Thanksgiving dinner. The time-honored turkey, mashed potatoes, and stuffing are usually followed by pumpkin pie, football, and family conversation.
Let’s face it, though: while these long-established traditions are enjoyable family events, there’s nothing specifically Catholic about the Thanksgiving holiday. The idea of thanksgiving, however, is a very Catholic tradition indeed. Many Catholics find it is especially appropriate and meaningful to focus on the uniquely Catholic meaning of thanksgiving.

Catholic author [and CE columnist] Dr. Marcellino D’Ambrosio is the executive director of the www.crossroadsinitiative.com) a website devoted to distributing resources aimed at helping Catholics “unpack the precious gift of the Eucharist.”

“Christianity and Judaism are unique among all religions in their emphasis on thanksgiving,” he explains. “We believe in a God who has truly entered into human history. We give Him thanks for His mighty deeds in the Eucharist especially. In each Eucharistic thanksgiving we give thanks not just for natural blessings, but for the fact that God supernaturally enters our lives.”

Dr. D’Ambrosio recommends that Catholic parents can emphasize the Eucharistic meaning of thanksgiving in their families by adding their own uniquely Catholic touches to Thanksgiving holiday traditions.

“Even in traditional Thanksgiving celebration we are called to thank a Creator for our natural gifts and blessings. At Thanksgiving dinner, family members can read scripture together — perhaps the Gospel story of the 10 lepers who were healed or a Psalm of thanksgiving — and then take turns sharing the things for which they are most thankful.”

D’Ambrosio points out that another traditional element of Thanksgiving that lends itself easily to a Eucharistic focus is the gathering of friends and family. In particular, he emphasizes the communal element of the Eucharist as it is comparable to a family gathering and a shared meal.

“It is especially important that we realize Christ’s real presence in other people. At Mass, we are the body of Christ and all the angels and saints are present. When we celebrate the Eucharist together it is meant to bring us into deeper communion with the whole Church. When we receive communion, we make a public statement of unity.”

He suggests that families can underscore community-building in their Thanksgiving Day observances by performing service to the poor prior to attending family celebrations or by inviting outsiders to share in their Thanksgiving meal. There are many single people, elderly folks, or others who live far from family who might welcome an invitation to a family-style event. In fact, a D’Ambrosio family tradition includes inviting priests and religious to take part in the family gathering.

“It helps to build a sense a community within the Church and gives the kids contact with those who are living out their vocations in the Church,” he says.

Sr. Patricia Proctor of the Poor Clare Sisters in Spokane, Washington, and author of 201 Inspirational Stories of the Eucharist (Poor Clare Sisters, 2004) agrees that the mostly secular holiday of Thanksgiving presents Catholic families with a unique opportunity to acknowledge and appreciate the gift of the Eucharist.

“One meaning of Eucharist is to ‘give thanks’ so when this special day of ‘Thanksgiving’ comes around, suddenly without even trying, we start counting all the things we are thankful for.”

She suggests that Catholic families can most effectively highlight the true meaning of thanksgiving by attending Mass together as a family on Thanksgiving Day.

“Make a special effort to go to Mass on Thanksgiving Day. Tell each member of the family to remember something they are truly thankful for and to tell Jesus ‘thank you’ for this at the time of communion or at some other quiet time during or after the Mass.”

Additionally, Sr. Proctor encourages families to pray an “Our Father” together or to add a communal prayer of thanksgiving to their traditional grace before the Thanksgiving dinner.

“Use the prayers of intercession at Mass as an example. Have each family member make a petition of thankfulness and have everyone respond to it ‘Thank you, Jesus,’ or something to that effect.”

She adds, however, that families need not go to great lengths or perform elaborate rituals in order to have a meaningful Thanksgiving gathering and shared prayer time. In fact, she recalls that when she was growing up among her own large family of seven brothers and three sisters, the grace they prayed at the Thanksgiving meal was the same traditional one the family prayed all year long. Even so, it carried great meaning for her.

“The occasion of Thanksgiving often made the words seem much more poignant and meaningful. Sometimes we don’t have to do more in our prayer life, but just become more aware in a deeper sense of what we so often say every day.”

For Denise Mantei of Apple Valley, California, this year’s Thanksgiving celebration will include morning Mass with her husband and five daughters followed by a traditional dinner with all the trimmings shared with members from both sides of the extended family. She recognizes that she and her loved ones have been abundantly blessed and welcomes the opportunity to give thanks for God’s gifts as a family.

“As I get older, I find myself reflecting more on what there is to be thankful for. How is it that I was so blessed to be born in America, that I was raised in a Catholic home, that I found a spouse I could share and live my faith with, that I have been blessed with five beautiful daughters, that we have such wonderful friends, that we have a nice home and enough money?”

During the Year of the Eucharist, Mantei attended Eucharistic adoration more frequently, attended more weekday Masses, and introduced her children to the spiritual communion prayer. In particular, she intends to emphasize the importance of the Eucharist to her children on Thanksgiving Day by initiating a discussion about the gift of the Eucharist during their drive from Mass to Thanksgiving dinner.

“I think the biggest thing we can do to link Thanksgiving to the Eucharist is to remember that the word 'Eucharist' means thanksgiving. As a country we look forward to one day to celebrate our thankfulness as a country. Our families should recognize that we celebrate Thanksgiving every Sunday. We also have the opportunity to celebrate Thanksgiving every day as Catholics. And what is it we are thankful for? It is the Lord Himself. Almighty God gave Himself to be our ransom from sin. What greater gift is there than salvation?”

Danielle Bean is a freelance writer and mother of seven. Her newly-released book is My Cup of Tea: Musings of a Catholic Mom. Read an excerpt, order your copy, and read her daily musings at: www.daniellebean.com.

(This article originally appeared in the National Catholic Register.)

Catholic Thanksgiving Prayer
Father in Heaven, Creator of all and source of all goodness and love, please look kindly upon us and receive our heartfelt gratitude in this time of giving thanks. 

Thank you for all the graces and blessings. You have bestowed upon us, spiritual and temporal: our faith and religious heritage. Our food and shelter, our health, the loves we have for one another, our family and friends. 

Dear Father, in Your infinite generosity, please grant us continued graces and blessing throughout the coming year. 

This we ask in the Name of Jesus, Your Son and our Brother. Amen.
'Responding Like Catholics'
to Obama Victory
St. Paul said in 1 Timothy 2:1-2: "First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way." 

Then there is Paul's citizenship charter in Romans 13, which begins with this admonition:"Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority?" 

This is not a call for quietism, as the Church states in the Catechism (2234-2243). Section 2242 sets out in black and white the limits of what any state can command from its Catholic citizenry. However, the Magisterium is equally clear that we have to listen to what Wordsworth memorably called the "Stern Daughter of the Voice of God" -- duty: 

"It is the duty of citizens to contribute along with the civil authorities to the good of society in a spirit of truth, justice, solidarity, and freedom. The love and service of one's country follow from the duty of gratitude and belong to the order of charity. Submission to legitimate authorities and service of the common good require citizens to fulfill their roles in the life of the political community (2239)."
Obama is our next president, like it or not. Our marching orders are clear: Pray for him and our country, work with him where possible to achieve the common good, and fight like a Maccabee when he oversteps his bounds.
http://www.catholic.org/politics/story.php?id=30427

Feast of the Dedication of the Basilicas of Saints Peter and Paul, November 18

Jesus chose his closest followers very carefully.  He needed people he could trust to send out his message and to continue the work when he was no longer around to lead the nascent Christian movement.  The word “disciple’ refers to a ‘learner’ or “follower.”  The word “apostle” refers to “one who is sent out.”  While Jesus was on earth, the twelve were called disciples.  The 12 disciples followed Jesus Christ, learned from Him, and were trained by Him.  Jesus sent the disciples out (Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:8) to be His witnesses.  They were then referred to as the twelve apostles.
The names of the twelve apostles are:

1. Simon Peter– He was active in bringing people to Jesus – Bible Writer

2. James– Bible writer

3. John – Bible writer

4. Andrew – He was active in bringing people to Jesus.

5. Philip of Bethsaida

6. Thomas (Didymus)
7. Bartholomew (Nathaniel) – he was one of the disciples to whom Jesus appeared at the Sea of Tiberias after His Resurrection.  He was also a witness if the Ascension

8. Matthew (Levi) of Capernaum
9. James – Bible writer

10. Simon the Zealot (the Canaanite)
11. Thaddaeus-Judas (Lebbaeus)
12. Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him

Simon Peter
You are Peter; and upon this rock I will build my (chair) Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

Matthew 16:18

His life is prominently featured in the New Testament Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles.  Saint Peter was originally named “Simon, son of Jonah”.  His mother is nowhere named in Scripture.  He was born in Bethsaida, a town on Lake Genesareth.  The Apostle Andrew, who first brought him to Jesus, was his brother.  Simon was renamed “Peter: (rock) by Jesus to indicate that Peter would be the rock-like foundation on which the Church would be built, Peter was married.

He and Andrew, both fishermen, were called by Jesus to be disciples at the same time as James and John, the sons of Zebedee.  Peter’s honored position comes out most clearly in two high points of Jesus’ ministry, when Peter confessed Jesus to be the Christ and was told: “upon this rock I will build my church”; and when he, together with James and John, was chosen to see the Transfiguration.  After the Last Supper he, again with James and John, witnessed Jesus’ agony in Gethsemane.  When Jesus was betrayed, Peter drew his sword to defend him, but denied him later in the same night, as Jesus had predicted he would.  After the Resurrection, Jesus appeared by the Sea of Galilee and charged Peter to “feed my sheep.”
Saint Peter suffered martyrdom under Nero.  He was crucified in the year 64 with his head downward, because he claimed he was not worthy to die in the same manner as Christ.  His body is buried on the hill of the Vatican where recent excavations have revealed his tomb on the site of the basilica of Saint Peter’s.  He is traditionally regarded as the first bishop of Rome.

Saint Paul

The second important of Christianity is Paul of Tarsus, originally Saul of Tarsus, also called the 13th apostle.  Saint Paul was born about the same time as our Lord,  He called himself the Apostle to the Gentiles.  Paul did not know Jesus in life but was converted by a miraculous event known as the Road to Damascus.  Sail the Jew hated and persecuted Christians as heretical, even assisting at the stoning of Saint Stephen the Martyr.

On his way to Damascus to arrest another group of them, the most famous conversion in the history of Christianity took place.  Saul was knocked to the ground.  A heavenly light shone down suddenly from heaven, encompassing Saul.  He heard Jesus Christ’s voic, “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?”  This man who hated Christ and all Christians capitulated in the front of the living God.  Then Jesus told him to go into Damascus, and there he would be told what to do.  Paul became blind and did not eat or drink for three days.  IN Damascus, the Lord sent a disciple called Ananias to him, who restored hi vision, filled him with the Holy Spirit and baptized him.
After he was baptized, he changed his name to Paul to reflect his new persona, and began travelling and preaching about Jesus in the synagogues in Damascus.  The Jews wanted to kill him, but he escaped with the help of some Christians who lowered him in a basket from the top of the city wall.  He spread of Christianity, particularly westward from Jerusalem.  Many Christians view him as an important interpreter of the teachings of Jesus.  He is considered by many Christians to be the most important disciple of Jesus, and next to Jesus the most important figure in the development of Christianity.  Three years after his conversion, Paul journeyed to Jerusalem to meet with Peter and stayed with him for fifteen days.

The apostle Paul was executed in Rome during the persecution of the emperor and madmen, Nero.  Nero’s persecution of Christians lasted for four years, from 64-68AD.  It was also during this persecution that the apostle Peter was executed.  As a Roman citizen entitled to a quick death, Paul was beheaded with a sword near Rome, possibly on this day, June 92, 67.  Paul was the most notable of the earliest Christian missionaries, together with the disciple St. Peter.  His body was interred with Saint Peters in the catacombs “as Catacumbas’ by the via Appia where it remained until moved by Lucina and Pope Cornelius in the crypt of Lucina. 
http://members.chello.nl/~l.de.bondt/PeterandPaul.htm[image: image10.jpg]
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Important Dates to Remember





November 9	Class 


	Confirmation Commitment Mass 	9:30 am Mass


November 16	Class


November 23	Class


	Closing of 40hours


	Grade 3 & 8th Grade


November 30	No Class – Thanksgiving Break


December 7	Class - Reconciliation














